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THIRD ALL-AFRICA GAMES _ 


THE THIRD ALL-AFRICA GAMES OPENED IN ALGIERS THURSDAY, 
JULY 13, AND VOA'S BARRY MAUGHAN HAS BEEN LOOKING AT THE 
GAMES AND SOME OF THE EXPECTED HILIGHTS DURING THE SIXTEEN 


DAYS OF COMPETITION, ----------- HAS HIS REPORT. 


BETWEEN THREE AND FIVE THOUSAND ATHLETES FROM FORTY-FIVE 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES ARE EXPECTED TO TAKE PART IN THE GAMES 
WHICH ARE BEING STAGED IN ALGIERS' GIANT OLYMPIC SPORTS 
COMPLEX. AND THE ALGERIAN CAPITAL IS GOING ALL OUT ITS 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE SPORTS EXTRAVAGANZA WHICH IS BEING 
BILLED AS THE PREMIERE SHOWCASE FOR AFRICA'S ATHLETES. 
WORKMEN ARE BUSY HANGING THOUSANDS OF FLAGS, BANNERS AND 
HUGE POSTERS ALL OVER THE CITY AND LAMP-POSTS NOW BEAR THE 
OLYMPIC SYMBOLS OF THE TWELVE SPORTS TO BE CONTESTED. IN 
ADDITION, MANY ROADS IN THE CAPITAL HAVE BEEN NEWLY 
RESURFACED AND APARTMENT BUILDINGS NEAR THE OLYMPIC COMPLEX 
HAVE RECEIVED A FRESH COAT OF PAINT. SEVERAL CULTURAL 
EVENTS ALSO ARE BEING PLANNED TO COINCIDE WITH GAMES, 
INCLUDING PERFORMANCES BY LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS 
SUCH AS EXILED SOUTH AFRICAN SINGER MIRIAM MAKEBA. 

BUT FOR MOST OF THE THOUSANDS OF FOREIGN VISITORS EXPECTED 
TO THRONG ALGIERS, THE MAIN ATTRACTION WILL BE THE ATHLETIC 
COMPETITION. 


FOUR NATIONS, KENYA, EGYPT, NIGERIA AND GHANA, ARE THE 
EARLY FAVOURITES TO WIN THE TITLE OF "BEST IN AFRICA," 
BUT FOR THE SMALLER COUNTRIES, SUCH AS SIERRA LEONE, 


PRESTIGE IS AT STAKE, AND MANY WOULD BE CONTENT JUST TO 
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VOICE: WIN A SINGLE MEDAL. LEADING THE KENYAN CHALLENGE, AND 

er ONE OF THE MORE EXCITING PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
COMPETITION, IS HENRY RONO. THE TWENTY-FIVE YEAR OLD 
SECOND YEAR STUDENT AT WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY IN THE 
UNITED STATES CURRENTLY HOLDS FOUR WORLD RECORDS. THESE 
WERE SET IN THE THREE THOUSAND METRES STEEPLECHASE, AND 
THE THREE, FIVE AND TEN THOUSAND METRE RUNS. RONO'S 
TOUGHEST COMPETITION IS EXPECTED TO BE SUPPLIED BY 
ETHIOPIA'S MIRUTS YIFTER. IN FACT RONO READILY ADMITS 
THAT HE IS OUT TO BEAT MIRUTS WHO HAS DOMINATED LONG - 
DISTANCE RUNNING IN AFRICA AND THE WORLD SINCE 1973 WHEN 
HE WON A TEN-THOUSAND METRES GOLD MEDAL AT THE SECOND 


ALL-AFRICA GAMES IN LAGOS. 


ANOTHER POTENT FORCE NOT TO BE OVERLOOKED IS TANZANIA'S 
CURRENT WORLD RECORD HOLDER OVER FIFTEEN HUNDRED METRES, 
FILBERT BAYI. AFTER A RATHER DISAPPOINTING INDOOR SEASON 
IN THE U.S., BAYI HAS SHOWN IN RECENT WEEKS THAT HE HAS 
ROUNDED INTO FORM BY SCORING SOME IMPRESSIVE VICTORIES 


IN EUROPE. 


ANOTHER DOMINANT SPORT IN THE GAMES IS FOOTBALL -~- THE 
SPORT WHICH OPENS THE GAMES. THE FIRST MATCH WILL BE 
BETWEEN HOSTS ALGERIA AND EGYPT, BUT SOMEWHAT IRONICALLY, 
TUNISIA, WHICH REPRESENTED AFRICA AT THE RECENT WORLD 

CUP COMPETITION IN ARGENTINA, WILL NOT BE PARTICIPATING. 
AWAY FROM THE TEN-THOUSAND SEAT OLYMPIC STADIUM, SOME 

OF THE MOST EXCITING COMPETITION IS EXFECTED IN THE BOXING 
RING. LED BY WORLD LIGHT-FLYWEIGHT CHAMPION STEVE MUCHOKI, 
KENYA IS EXPECTED TO MAKE A SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE 
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ALL-AFRICA CHAMPIONSHIP AWAY FROM NIGERIA, WHICH EMERGED 
VICTORIOIS IN THE 1973 VERSION OF THE GAMES. NIGERIA'S 
ATTEMPT TO REMAIN ON TOP OF THE BOXING MEDALS CHART IS 
LED BY ITS WORLD LIGHTWEIGHT CHAMPION DAVIDSON ANDEH. 
OTHER SPORTS DUE TO BE HOTLY CONTESTED ARE CYCLING, 
SWIMMING, BASKETBALL, TENNIS, TABLE TENNIS, HANDBALL, 
VOLLEYBALL, WRESTLING AND JUDO. 
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